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appear attracted towards it, whence Malik divines that the
object of his quest is there. So he and his men go up to
the pit-mouth and let down a bucket, into which Joseph
climbs at the bidding of the angel. When he is drawn up,
Malik is delighted beyond measure at the beauty of his
prize, and at once recognises that this is the lad promised
to him in his vision. He has not long rejoined the caravan
before Joseph's brothers, who have been lurking near, come
forward and claim the lad as their run-away slave; but even-
tually they agree to sell him to Malik for twenty pieces of
silver, and sign and deliver to the merchant a contract to
that effect. Before parting from his brothers Joseph is allowed
to say a few words to them, when by the gentleness of his
speech he rouses their compassion so that they regret the
evil they have done. The caravan then moves on. It passes
by the tomb of Rachel, the mother of Joseph, when the
latter slips aside, and throwing himself upon the tomb, weeps
and implores his dead mother's protection. Ere long his
absence is noticed and search is made for him; he is disco-
vered on the tomb by Eflah, the black slave whom Malik
had placed in charge of him, and who, enraged at his dis-
appearance, begins to beat him. The youthful Prophet then
prays to God and a terrific storm bursts over the caravan
and throws everyone into consternation. Eflah rushes in with
a huge snake clinging to his neck, and, speechless with terror,
points to Joseph as the source of the trouble. Thereupon,
at Malik's entreaty, the lad again prays, and the storm ceases,
and the snake falls away from Eflah's neck. This incident
causes all the travellers to treat Joseph with the greatest
respect as a favourite of Heaven, and to make him master
of the caravan.

They pass through Nablus, where the beauty and wisdom
of Joseph  (who  being a  Prophet  is  of course an inspired